ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EXE 





21 Shady Springs Dr. 


Mr. Sydney F. Martin : ps March 1, 2004 
Doylestown, PA 18901 


Dear Sydney: 


I congratulate you on obtaining the Massachusetts Centinel dated May 17, 1786 
and sharing its content. It is a most unusual item because it refers to “cabinets of the 
curious” and “exceedingly scarce”. There were virtually no numismatic collectors in 
America at the time and no prior American comment about the 1776 Continental 
currency dollar as far as I know. I mentioned it in New Thoughts on the Nova 
Constellatio Private Copper Coinage (New York 1995), p. 88, 6"" paragraph. I enclose a 


copy. 





I imagine the 1776 coin description was published first in a London newspaper 
and wonder if you could! check this out: There were several newspapers in London at the 
time; The Morning Chronicle, The Public Advertiser, plus others. Perhaps you can do 
this by an internet search or find a friend in England. It is of great importance. It is not in 
Gentleman’s Magazine for that period. 

Now for a laugh. I enclose a copy of a 1789 American newspaper article which publishes 
a comment that no such coin existed. 

Numismatic research is fascinating and I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. 








Sincerely, 
pes. 


Eric P. Newman 


Encls: 





6450 CECIL AVENUE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105 
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Subj: Woods coinage 
Date: 9/8/2006 5:18:06 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: 
Dear Syd: 


In your comment written on today's Email about C4 you said you were writing a book on Wood's coinage. In the 
last few days | have been sent some 1723 and 1724 Wood's material which was new to me and | wonder whether 
you have it already. | have been trying to determine for my coming 5th edition of my book on early paper money 
whether Wood influenced the 1722 issue of parchment small change notes by Massachusetts. My new data 
indicated it might have. Also | have always believed that the Rosas never got to the American Colonies and 
wondered what you think. Has there ever been any mention of Rosas in the American Colonies? | look forward to 
your comments. Eric 


Friday, September 08, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


From: Sydney Martin 
Subject: Re: Woods coinage 
Date: September 9, 2006 2:19:39 PM EDT 


: 


Eric: I'm sending you, via "snail-mail," part of an unpublished manuscript written by Brian Danforth that is on 
point to your questions below. It is taken from his book that will be published by C4 next year, entitled "History 
of Copper Coinage in Colonial America -- 1606-1775." I've included references to his source material, some of which 
you may have, and some which may be new to you. I think Phil Mossman is keeping records of Rosa coins found in 
archeological contexts Cand by metal detectorists) in the US -- I am aware of quite a number of pieces that have been 
found here, so believe there was at least some level of circulation. 


Over the years, I put together an extensive Wood's Hibernia collection, and then was able to acquire Bob Vlack's 
collection (coins, manuscripts, working notes, photos, etc.) intact. Among interesting items in a listing of the 
Wood's Hibernia holdings by major collectors of the time, including yourself Calong with Phil Keller, Ed Hesberg, Ted 
Craig, Henry Fatel, Morris Solomon, and the Norweb family). I acquired the Vlack collection, Keller's was stolen, 
Norweb's was auctioned, Hessberg's was sold, Craig sold parts and parts are thought to remain with the family, Vlack 
helped Solomon sell his privately, and what happened to Fatel's is not known -- I am uncertain, but believe that I've 
heard that your collection remains intact. Is this the case? 


At any rate, my writing is done. After summarizing the history of Wood vis-a-vis the Hibernia coinage, I present a 
quick analysis of how the coins were made, and then a catalog of about 35@ different varieties (with photos, die 
states, emission analyses, rarity estimates, and the like). I had hoped that I could show you the manuscript and get 


your impressions -- I have always thought you to be a top numismatic researcher, and I would like the benefit of your 
knowledge. If you would be willing, I'd be happy to visit you in St. Louis to accomplish this. (C4 has agreed to 
publish the book, and I'll have it in the hands of the reviewers before Christmas -- I have one more set of 


photographs (die states) to do, and then polish. 


Having said all this, I'd be really interested in learning of the new material you have acquired on Wood -- it could 
be helpful. 


Syd 


On Sep 8, 2006, at 6:18 PM, i wrote: 


Dear Syd: 

In your comment written on today's Email about C4 you said you were writing a book on Wood's coinage. In the last 
few days I have been sent some 1723 and 1724 Wood's material which was new to me and I wonder whether you have it 
already. I have been trying to determine for my coming 5th edition of my book on early paper money whether Wood 
influenced the 1722 issue of parchment small change notes by Massachusetts. My new data indicated it might have. 
Also I have always believed that the Rosas never got to the American Colonies and wondered what you think. Has 
there ever been any mention of Rosas in the American Colonies? I look forward to your comments. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Woods coinage 

Date: 9/12/2006 1:53:32 PM Central Standard Time 
From: 

To: 


Eric: | got Fatel's name from Bob Vlack, who had the chance of going 
through his Hibernia collection -- | guess in the early 60's. |'ll 

see if | can come up with any additional info. Your info on the 
Newcomer pieces sounds interesting -- the Clarke pill boxes are 
fascinating. | don't know of any classification by Adams; could you 
tell me what this is or who he was? Thanks, Syd 


] 
On Sep 11, 2006, at 12:58 PM, i wrote: 


> Dear Syd: | looked at my Newcomer collection listing and 

> there are four typewritten pages of Hibernias, some classified 

> according to Nelson with many unhelpful statements that they are 
> variations from Nelson.numbers but similar. Some have no 

> classifications at all other than date, denomination, condition and 
> value.. A few are classified according to Adams. | have the Clarke 
> pill boxes in which most of the Newcomer pieces were in and those 
> have a short label on the box. 

> As to Fatel it is very important for you to find out about him. How 
> did you get his name in the first 

> place? Eric 
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Subj: Rosas ~ 
Date: 9/16/2006 11:57:47 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: 
Dear Syd: 


| extremely enjoyed the portion of the Woods article you senrt me. This subject is a very difficult one and | 
appreciate how much work and thinking went into it. Many thanks for the draft. 

All of you who are experts in google and other electronic search methods make me feel that | wished | had such 
techniques when | was writing long ago. 

| have a couple of suggestions for your draft. Some of the newspaper citations you use in end notes are copied 
from London publications without any American input and | think it is important to show the date they were 
published in England and if they were identical. | do not know if the London publications are scanned so that they 
can be easily found so that they can be compared with what was printed in America. Perhaps they had more data. 
You did not seem to quote but summarized in Note 158 the Franklin comment which was in Publications of the 
Colonial Society of Masssachusetts, Vol X , pp. 204 - 205. | do not have a copy of that easily available and if you 
have a copy would you be nice enough to sent me a one. 

Thrive. Eric 


Saturday, September 16, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


